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~ The Founding Of Carter Caves Stat e Park

" Editor’s Note: The following arti-
-cle, ““The Founding of Carter Caves
‘State Park: How Gov, Fields And
The Kentucky Colonels Entertained
-And Persuaded The Park Into Ex-
-istence,’”” was written by Olive Hill

" resident Hubert V.- Crawford, a

‘retired professor of Morehead State

+ !University, .and. his "brother, Dr.
“Paul L. Crawford, a professor at -

-West Virginia State Coilege.

- The article is the . result of
:research by the Crawfords on the
cfounding of Carter Caves, and is

zreprinted with the Crawfords’ per—_

- m ission,

‘ f: The year was’ 1946 and Carter

-Countians weré beginning to revive

~interests in establishing a state

.park at Carter Caves in Carter

County, Kentucky. Local citizens

“had tried prior to World War II to
~develop a state park at Carter
“Caves; however, their efforts fail-
“ed, probably because of more vital
problems facmg the nation and the
>world,

- Concerned individuals generally
“agreed that the cave area was an
-ideal location for such a, park
“because .of its magnificent scenic
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- This handbill was used in 1946 to
.. premote a jamboree which sup-
ported a drive for the founding of
.. Carter Caves State Park.
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beauty, There are 1200 acres of
undeveloped wilderness featuring
several natural bridges and caves.
Many native animals and birds

make their homes among the’

multifloral mountains decorated by
nature’s own arboretum. The un-
disturbed -habitat attracts nature
lovers and scientists alike and
visitors frequently return to the
caves-year after year.

After.many abortive attempts to
establish the Carter Caves Stafe
Park, a winning formula to
reawaken interests in the park was

‘developed. Once community in-

terests were rekindled, local
resources became the most signifi-
cant factor in establishing the park,

Rivalries between Olive Hill and .

Grayson, two small Carter County
towns, had existed for -several
vears; however, all Carter Coun-
tians worked 'together toward the
common goal of developing a state
park, an usual example of
cooperative community action.
Many community minded citizens
lent their energies and efforts in this

project.
Kentucky . Governor (William
Jason) Fields, retired, was

unanimously chosen as chalrman of

the project because of his strong.
and enduring interest in 4 state

park system, He originally conceiv-
ed of a Kentucky State Park System

during his term as govérnor of the

Commonwealth of Kentucky. .
A plaque in the Caveland Lodge

. commemorating Governor Fields’

role in the Carter Caves State Park

states: “The state park system was .

founded during the administration

- of Williarn Jason Kields, Governor

of Kentucky, 1923-1927.”
Ex-Governor Fields continued his
interest and efforts in establishing
Carter Cave State Park long after
his term as governor. As chairman
of the project he maintained an of-

. fice over the First National Bank of

Grayson, Kentucky, with his
brother, Forrest Fields, who func-
tioned as project secretary :
Soon-after World War 1I, Heman
MecGuire, President of the Grayson

Rotary Club invited Russelt Dyche,
- Kentucky - Director of State Parks,
‘to Carter. County to. explore _the

possrblhty of establishing the
Carter Caves State Park, Mr..

Dyche was impressed with the

revised plan to develop Carfer

‘Caves and subsequently gave his’
assistance and support throughout o

the endeavor.

Goals set by the Commonwealth

of Kentucky were as follows: a)

Carter County was to collect $40,000 -

in donations in order to purchase
which ~ was .

the cave . property,
privately owned, b) the property

"deed was. to be transferred to the

Kentucky State Park Commission,
¢) the general cave area was to be

developed as a state park and d) the |
park was o be known as the Carter

Caves State Park.

A proposal for the purchase of the ‘
site was made to the land owners’

sometime between March and

August, 1946.. After the property

transfer was made, proper and , |
legal documents of ownership of the .-
.Carter Cave area were presented to

Governor Simeon Willis in August of

1946. The Kentucky State Park com-

mission soon thereafter took active

responsibility for the development -

and operation of the Carter Caves

as a Kentucky State Park."
Governor Fields, a natrve Carter
Colntian, was the leader and driv-

ing force behind the Carter Caves

project. He knew how to develop a
cohesive force among the -local

citizens to promote and to complete-
the project, _
motivating citizens fo develop the -

His formula for

Carter Caves Park combined public

entertainment and eloquent per-'

suasiveness. Governor Fields was
well known as an eloquent speaker
throughout the region, and large

- numbers of people attended jam-
- borees conducted by the Kentucky

Colonels with Governor Fields as
the featured speaker.

The Governor spoke - with
evangelical fervor on the desirabili-
ty of establishing the Carter Caves
State Park, a project of great in-

‘terest and concern. He also exerted

somme influence on the band, for at
each program. he requested ¥
special song, “Kneel at the Cross;”
and the band responded with fairly

good harmony. and much e

thusrasm The large crowds

. The Kentucky Colonels and Gov. William J, Fields
- were the featured guests at a jamboree April 4,
1946 at Olive Hill Hrgh School to promote the foun-:

regularly participated in the sing-
ing of this old and well known hymn.,

“Active members of the program
at these ‘rallies are 1dent1f1ed as
follows:

F Pl Governor Wllham Jason
Fields was: the featured speaker at
the rallies and full-time chairman of
the Carter County fund-raising pro-
gram for the development of the

Carter CavesState Park. ,
i Band ~Members — Casper
Dickerson, - band leader, steel

g%ntar deceased;  George Rice,

emcee; Ernest DeHart, Spanish
~ guitar, deceased; Harold Crawford
Hubert -
Ward .

Spanish guitar, whistler;
Crawford, tenor gultar
Crawford, fiddle, deceased Mack
Webb, f1dd1e deceased Gerald
Paynter mandohn deceased

-Chester DeHart, Spamsh gmtar'

and Charley Coleman
guitar,

Spamsh

+~ Frank Owens, Band Leader of -

Olive Hill High School operated the

‘public address’ system which was

furnished by the Carter County

dmg of Carter Caves State Park. Gov, Fields was
the guest speaker and the Kentucky Colonels pro-
vided musical enteftainment,

Board of Educatlon

A school bus called the “Cannon
Ball Bus” was .provided for
transportation. Night rallies were

-conducted at several-Carter County

schools: .Soldier, Porter Creek,
Lawton, Olive H:lI Prichard, Hrt—

_ chins, Carter City, Grahn and Up-

per Tygart Rallies also were held
at Carter Caves and movie theaters
in" Olive Hill -and Grayson. ' An
amateur program concluded the
series of rallies " at the Tabor
Theater in Olive Hill. :
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