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Everett:  ….forced into that.

JC: Your granddad was forced into it?

Everett:  Ya.  Andrew Porter.

JC:  He was forced into the Civil War?

Everett:  Uncle Levi was the oldest son.

JC:  Ya.

Everett:  And they agreed when he got old enough, that they would take him, and let Andy come back to 

his family.  And so they did.

JC:  Ya.

Everett:  Oh he could tell some of the awfulest tells, Uncle Levi could.  

JC:  Like what?

Everett:  About the war.

JC:  What did he say about it?  

Everett:  I guess he told a lot of the truth.  They liked to have starved to death.

JC:  They did?

Everett:  Ya.  Especially the Democrats.  

JC:  The people in the South?

Everett:  Old Abe Lincoln took the wealth out of the government around here, the states, and fought the 

Democrats.  They just had to catch what they could.  They come through here and take it from widows 

and orphans, what they had to eat and so forth.  If their old plug horse just gave out, they seen a better 

one, they would just turn their horse out and take the better one.  They said it was awful.  They called it 

the Civil, I’d call it the outlaw war.  

JC:  Did you ever hear anything about Levi being captured in the war?  

Everett:  No.  You wouldn’t know if it was true or not if he’d told it.  (laughing)

JC:  He didn’t tell you about that huh?

Everett:  He’d tell nearly anything to suit the occasion.  He’d know that we wouldn’t know the difference. 

He went out to the tongue people, you’ve heard of them, Pentecost.



JC: Ya.

Everett:  They was holding a meeting out on the ridge just this side of his place.  He lived back on the left.

Porter Creek.  He come out there.  He had a beard, and he would just go out there and sit.  He claimed 

he could put the power on em, he said I can tell if they’re right or wrong.  He said if they are right, I can’t 

put the power on em, but if they’re not, I can.  

   Well a feller by the name of Jess Collins, he had the meeting get out, and Uncle Levi went down there, 

and I think he got on the front seat.  So he just set there.  The time come for Jess to preach, and he got 

up and said, “The Devil’s here.”  (laughing)  He said, “I can’t think of nothing to say.  The devil’s here and 

he’s got his power on me.  All I know to do is just dismiss and try it again tomorrow night.”  

   So he’d heard a little before the next night, and he come back.  He said, “Is old man Porter here 

tonight?”  (laughing)  

JC:  He caught on to him, huh?

Everett:  Uncle Levi was a captain.  

JC:  Did you ever see him do any of that table walking stuff?  

Everett:  Ya.

JC:  You did?

Everett:  Ya, I used to help fool with it.

JC:  Oh you did?  

Everett:  Ya.  Called the knocking spirit.  There at home on Porter Creek, my oldest brother Wint, they 

joined in with Uncle Levi, and it got to working strong for them.  They come out of Elliotsville down there

on 32, and tear up homemade stand tables.  Fellers get under it, they get a big stout feller and it would 

just shake him all over the floor.  

   They said that in Huntington (WV), there was a rig up there that would talk to em.  

JC:  Oh, is that right?

Everett:  It had a horn so big, and in the middle it would taper each way, and it was about that long.   

(5:00)  It cost so much, and Wint had moved to Olive Hill, and Clark Hill wasn’t very well settled, just a 

few houses up there.  There is a county roadway up there now instead of back down across the hill and 

back down Steele holler? (5:27) across Clark forward.  

Wint and Jim Duncan, they’d have that road full of people, of a night, they’d get out there and have that 

knocking spirit, they called it.  They had it to working strong.   They agreed that if they would buy that 

horn, it would talk for them.  They bought it, but they said it got heavy.  I guess they was scared.  They 

thought it got heavy.  Never did say nothing.  (6:14)  



JC:  You know that Jim Duncan was my great grandpa’s brother.  My mom’s mom was a Duncan, and 

that’s how they tie into my family.  So he was my great grandpa’s brother.

Everett:  You mean your mother was a Duncan?

JC:  Ya, her mom is Ida Duncan who married Tom Richmond.  Ever hear of them?  

Everett:  I had a brother who married a Hall.  

JC:  Walter Duncan married a Hall.

Everett:  Ya, Walter Duncan married a Hall.  

JC:  Ya, Walter Duncan is my grandma’s first cousin.  

Everett:  I see him just every little bit.  He’s still a livin.

JC:  Ya.  

Everett:  His daddy was named Jim.  I think they lived on Clark Hill.  Walter had a terrible stomach on him

when he was younger.  Said, “What makes you so fat?”  Said, “Sweet milk.”  (laughing)  

JC:  What are some stories you’ve heard about the old Porters?  

Everett:  Some of it is too bad to talk about I guess.  

JC:  I might as well hear the bad with the good.  

Everetts wife:  Are you just getting this to keep, or are you doing it for school?

JC:  I’m just doing it on my own.  I thought someday, I might write a book.  That’s why I need the bad 

with the good.

Everett’s wife:  You better wait till a lot of them die.  They will kill you.  

JC:  Did you ever hear about your grandpa (Andrew Porter) being a Colonel?  

Everett:  No.

JC:  Well he was Colonel of something, but I don’t know what.  (78th Virginia Militia, Grayson county VA 

home guard)  

Everett:  There was Colonel’s in the army.  I don’t know whether he was a veteran or not.  I never did 

hear my daddy say.  I never did recollect seeing him.  He lived on Porter Creek there.

JC:  Who, your grandpa?

Everett:  Ya.  



JC:  He died before you were born.

Everett:  I guess so.  I know I never recollected him.

JC:  He died in 88.  You were born in what, 92?  

Everett’s wife:  No wonder he don’t remember nothing about him.  

Everett:  All of my brothers and sisters are gone, but I’ve got a half brother and a half sister living is all.

JC:  Harlan and Irene?

Everett:  Ya.  

JC:  Did you ever hear about your grandpa building chimneys?  We talked to Jim Porter (s/o John C., s/o 

Andrew J. Porter), your cousin….

Everett:  That was Uncle Levi’s trade.  

JC:  Oh it was?

Everett:  Ya, he took it up.  He would just come in and get the soil back and get down to the clay dirt and 

just go to digging it up.  He had a mold made, and then he would build him a place.  Set them brick out in

the sun.  It was just mud.  Let em dry and he’d stack em.  Then build a fire and burn it day and night with 

wood.  They didn’t know much about coal back then.  Oh, there is lots of chimneys back that way that he

built.  

   The old home place (Alex Porter house) burnt the other day on Porter Creek.  It was little red brick.  

JC:  Did your grandpa build any brick chimneys also, or just Uncle Levi?  

Everett:  No, he would have got Uncle Levi (11:03)  He didn’t have any trade?  

JC:  Do you remember Steve Porter?  (son of Andrew Porter)  

Everett:  Oh ya.  Heard him preach many a time.  Him and Uncle John was both preachers.  Uncle Jim 

lived at Stark.  

JC:  Jim was the one that was killed wasn’t he?

Everett:  Ya.  Henry Kegley stabbed him with a little (11:40) knife.  

JC:  Who killed him?

Everett:  Henry Kegley, up at Sandy Hook, right in the Sherriff’s office.  Tom Mobley was Sherriff.  

Arrested him right there.  

JC:  What kind of a man was Steve?



Everett:  He was a preacher, a pretty good one.

JC:  A pretty good preacher huh?

Everett:  Ya.  Uncle John never could preach much. (laughing)

JC:  He couldn’t?

Everett:  No.  Uncle Steve would go off, and maybe be gone a month at a time.  He’d go way out and hold

revivals.  He had a right smart following, and Uncle John didn’t have no following at all.  

JC:  They said they held revivals together over in Robertson county.  

Everett:  He was?

JC:  Ya, that is what they said.  

Everett:  And he would go to Wisconsin.  He died in Wisconsin.  

JC:  Who did?

Everett:  Uncle Steve did.

JC:  He did?  Did his kids move up there also?

Everett:   Him and his wife both.  

JC:  Where at in Wisconsin?  

Everett:  Near Elton and Bryant.  I was never there, but that is some of the towns that they visited.  

JC:  You say Elton, Wisconsin,  E L T O N?  

Everett:  Ya, near there.  I don’t know just how close it was.

JC:  Who was some of Steve’s kids?

Everett:  Molly Flannery was one.  Olive Green was one.  Pearl Fouch is one.  Ann Pelfrey was one.  

JC:  OK, hold on.  (laughing)  Do you remember his daughter Lucy?  Steve’s daughter Lucy, that was his 

oldest daughter.

Everett:  Uncle John had one named Lucy.  

JC:  Who did you say Olive married?

Everett:  She married a Green.  

JC:  You don’t remember his first name do you.



Everett:  His first name, John Will.  

JC:  John Green?

Everett:  John Will Green.  He went by that name I reckon all the time.

JC:  Did they move to Wisconsin also, the Greens?

Everett:  No, he had a store up there at Sandy Hook.  Then Molly Flannery, she married Houston 

Flannery.   

JC:  Was Molly older than you?

Everett:  Ya.  

JC:  Where did they live?

Everett:  Not very far from the Fairview church there.  Down there and up a big hill on top of a big hill.  

Then Pearl Fouch, she lived at Olive Hill and married George Fouch. 

JC:  Was she younger than you?

Everett:  No, Pearl was older than I.  

JC:  George Fouch.  How do you spell that last name?

Everett:  F O U C H I reckon.

JC:  Who was some of the other kids?

Everett:  Eve married Bud Pelfrey.  They lived at Olive Hill too.  

JC:  None of his (Steve Porter’s) kids are still living are they?

Everett:  I think it is very doubtful.  There is more girls yet.  They had a big family.  He married a 

Dutchman (16:39) (laughing) .  Charlie Porter and Frank and Marvin was the 3 boys.  

JC:  Who did Marvin marry?

Everett:  He married in Wisconsin.  I don’t know.  When he left here he was just a boy, something like my 

age.  They left here and I never did see him anymore.  

JC:  What year did the family move to Wisconsin.? 

Everett:  Way back yonder.

JC:  About 1910?  Before 1910?

Everett:  Uncle Steve, he didn’t go as soon as some of the rest of the boys went.  



JC:  Oh, some of the boys went first, then he went on out there.

Everett:  Ya.  

JC:  What made em go out there?  

Everett:  Oh, there was timber.  Wasn’t much work going on here.  I had a brother that went.  Go way out

in the woods then, (18:00) they would have a logging camp they called it.  Fellers would go out there and

they had a camp out there.

JC:  Which one of your brothers went?  

Everett:  Millard.

JC:  Oh he moved out there and never came back?

Everett:  He didn’t stay very long.  He followed a woman out there, married her and come back.  Martha 

Elliott.  

JC:  How’s come you married a Porter the first time?  Your first wife was a Porter wasn’t she?  

Everett:  Charlie’s was too.  We married sisters.  

JC:  How’s come?

Everett:  Just cause we wanted them.  They come from, they was half Mobleys.  They come from the 

other direction.  Don’t reckon we was a bit of kin, only just the name.  

JC:  What was their dad’s name?

Everett:  John W. Porter.

JC:  And he was from someplace in Elliott county wasn’t he?  

Everett:  Down in the Mobley settlement (19:01), he married a Mobley.  Sister to Tom Mobley.  

JC:  Was that John Porter about your Dad’s age?

Everett:  Ya, they wasn’t too much different.  

JC:  Well Millard’s 2nd wife was one of their sisters wasn’t she?

Everett:  Ya.  Me and Millard and Charlie all married, that was his 2nd wife, and our first one, me and 

Charlie.  

JC:  What about your brother Isaac?

Everett:  He died before I can recollect.  He never was married.  



JC:  He died before you were born, or were just little when he died?  

Everett:  Well, My mother, and Ike, and Luitta, all died before I can recollect.  

JC:  What was the other ones name, your sister?

Everett:  Luitta (20:07)  

JC:  Who was she born between?  

Everett:  Me and Charlie.  

JC:  She was?  How do you spell that?  

Everett:  (Lou Ada) (Everett’s pronunciation)  I don’t know how you spell it.  

JC:  And she was born between you and Charlie?

Everett:  Ya.  

JC:  Did your dad ever talk about any of his brothers and sisters that died before they came here?

Everett:  No, since I’ve got old, there is so many things that I’d like to talk to him about.  Back then I never

thought about it.  Now I do.  Can’t.  And there is nobody I can go to and ask.  

JC:  You probably know more about it than anyone else.

Everett:  I’m about as old as most of them around here.

JC:  Isaac and your sister are buried up at Porter Creek without tombstones?

Everett:  Ya, Old Fairview.

JC:  They don’t have tombstones do they?

Everett:  No.

JC:  Do you remember your Uncle Jim?

Everett:  Do I remember him?  Oh ya.  

JC:  You would have been about 15 when he was killed wouldn’t you?

Everett:  There was a year difference in him and Ed’s death.  They was both killed.  One killed at Stark, 

and one killed at Sandy Hook.  Uncle Jim was killed at Sandy Hook long about 1906 I guess.  

JC:  May 6, 1906.

Everett:  Then Ed in 1907.  There was 3 or 4 engaged in killing Ed.  (23:00)  



JC:  I heard that John (C. Porter, s/o Andrew), and Will (Porter, s/o John C.) and Bob Nickles (son in law of 

John C. Porter) went out to New Mexico looking for that guy.  

Everett:  Well maybe he they did (laughing).  He come back, the son of a gun did.  I lived on Tick Ridge, 

and he talked about buying a farm joining mine.

JC:  You’d have probably killed him?

Everett:  I don’t know (laughing)  I’m glad he didn’t.  I don’t know the county, towards Flemingsburg, and 

bought a farm.  They joined a stock buying company down here at Olive Hill when they had the 

stockyard, and some of them got to questioning about Henry Kegley.  John ______ (24:09) didn’t like 

him.  Said he was an overbearing feller.  I reckon he finally died.

JC:  What do you know about John (C. Porter, s/o Andrew Porter) and this lady he lived with in Olive Hill?

Everett:  (laughing)  She was just a wild cat is all I know.   Uncle John got shot twice over it.

JC:  He did?  By her husband?

Everett:    Her husband shot him both times.  Shot him once. He was running a store over at Hog Town.  

Elliotsville.  The old name of it was Hog Town.  He was running a store over there, Uncle John was.  He 

sold out ______(24:54) .  He gave Will part of it, Will DeBord some of it, and divided it amongst his kids.  

   Old Martha Jane Adkins, he got pretty thick with her.   At the time of the flu, 1918, his wife died over 

there in Hogtown.  He kind of took up with old Martha Jane Adkins.  He bought a little house and lot up 

on the ridge.  I guess he bought it with her in view, and rented it to her.  She rented it.  He went up one 

evening after he closed the store to get some sweet potatoes on his way home.  (laughing)  Old Marshall 

(Adkins) I reckon was aware of him coming up, so he hid behind the fodder shock with his shotgun.  

Uncle John, he was talking to her, and kaboom!  He had the Post office down there.  He had his pistol 

and a big leather holster, and that took most of the shot, 20 feet away.   It would have tore a hole in him 

if it hadn’t been for that. 

JC:  He had his holster right over his chest?

Everett:  It was more over his heart.  They teach that your heart is right in the center, but I’ve always 

thought it was on the left side.

JC:  Ya, it is right here on the left.  

Everett:  (laughing)  Well that is where his holster was.  He went in there and got it and he shot (27:11) as

long as he could hear old Marshall a running. 

JC:  He never hit Marshall did he?

Everett:  No.   Then in Olive Hill, he moved to Olive Hill, bought some houses on Henderson Branch.  He 

owned 4 or 5.  Him and this old woman lived in one of them.  Just as you start up Henderson Branch, the 



first house, I think it is burnt down now.  He was downtown, and run onto Marshall.  He was a following 

right along after him.  

JC:  John was following Marshall?

Everett:  No, Marshall was following him.  And there was a Thornsbury Store, right where you turn off 

right again the sidewalk.  It was tore down when they made wider streets through there.  Uncle John, he 

had in mind to jump in the door there, and did.   Old Marshall shot him in the cheek of his hind end as he

jumped in.  (laughing)  

JC:  Nipped him right in the rear end.  

Everett:  They had a lawsuit.  Uncle John died (28:50).  He had a money bank in an iron safe.  He run that 

store over there.  He had a lot of notes and so forth and so on.  He brought the safe over to Will (Porter, 

s/o John C.) up on the hill where that house burnt not long ago.(29:06).   He had it full of debts that 

people owed him in the store.  Mortgages (29:25)  

Just a few miles out of Morehead on the Flemingsburg road on 32, he had a mortgage on Will Click’s? 

(29:40) farm.  Will was a horse trader and wanted some money to trade on.  He mortgaged his farm to 

him for $1000.00.    He done a big business until it tapered out, so Uncle John got the farm.  Will (Porter, 

s/o John C.) had the deed for it.  Had the papers (30:09) He got it in his possession, and Jim, his brother, 

the only brother he had.  Course he had some sisters.

JC:  Who’s that, Will?  Are you talking about Will (Porter).

Everett:  Ya.  He done the collecting, and I guess done em pretty dirty.  

JC:  Let me run out to the car and get another tape for this, OK?

Everett:  Ya.

JC:  I’ll be right back.  


