
Part of Track 5 1980 interview Florence Williams (d/o John C. Porter, s/o 
AJP)

He (John C. Porter, son of Andrew J. Porter) stayed there until he come 
over to HogTown, Elliottsville. Way back there, it's Elliottsville 
now.There was a big old fancy store there and the Post Office. We kept 
the Post Office.
JC: He ran the store and everything.
Florence: And when he would go away, me and my brother Jim would 
take care of the Post Office. I got $15.00 every month for being 
assistant Post Master. Oh that was money. (laughing)
JC: Who was the regular Post Master?
Florence: My dad, JC Porter. His name was John Calvin. And Jim was 
James Russell. We had a great big iron safe when we had the Post 
Office and we kept the money in it.  It weighs about 2000 lbs. See 
when we had that Post Office, we
had to lock that up every night. It had a combination. That's where we 
kept our money. I said the other day, if I had been real smart, we had 
so much gold in there. We had little sacks of gold we kept in that safe. I
thought if I had kept one of those sacks full, I wouldn't have to mow 
the lawn would I? (laughing)
Scott: You'd be living in a mansion. Where did you get that gold? Was it
your dads?
Florence: People coming in a payin. We had a General Store. And there 
was plenty of gold then. People would bring a $10 gold piece, they was
just like you paying with dollars. (28:58)
JC: They paid with gold a lot?
Florence: We had a lot of silver too ? (29:08) See now it's just a fake. 
We had big sacks, and every night, we had to take that out of the 
money drawer and put it in the sacks and lock it up. If the house 
burned, or the store or Post Office burned, we still had our money. 
JC: When did your dad start that store in Elliottsville?
Florence: We sold that old place, left that place (log cabin) (29:30) We 
was on the hillside hoeing corn, Me and Mary and Jim, and he said, “We
are going to move off the farm.” We jumped up and down and hollered,
had a hoe down? We had worked so hard you know.
JC: Didn't like the farm?
Florence: We started in the General Store and the Post Office. We made
an awful lot of money. We had one side dry goods and grocery, then a 
warehouse over to the side.
JC: How old would you have been when you moved over there?
Florence: About 12.
JC: So that was about 1914?
Florence: We done real good there, but we worked hard. Everybody 
liked us. (30:15) Then there wasn't no store there then, but us. After we
was there a long long time, someone put up another little store. 



Atkins? (30:25) And we took eggs. People brought their eggs and their 
chickens, and that's what they traded.
JC: Did just you and Mary and Jim work in the store?
Florence: Me and Jim mostly. Mary, she got married. She wasn't there 
very long. Then Jim stayed longer ? (30:47) 


