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Glenna:  “Henry Kegley had stabbed Uncle Jim to the chair.  Hit him over it.  And the 
reason why I know, see, is it was Mom’s Uncle Jim.  And my father’s sister had married 
Henry Kegley.  And that was comin’ awfully close to home, you know.  My Mother’s 
uncle, and Father’s brother-in-law.  They were up at Sandy Hook.  That’s where the 
killing took place.  Uncle Jim hit Henry Kegley because he was mad at him about 
something at the schools, I think.  Hit him with a chair.  Henry Kegley brought out his 
knife and stabbed him to death.  Right there in Sandy Hook.  Well, then of course, my 
Aunt Etta (0:48) , Dad’s own sister, with one child, cryin’ and beggin’ for him to go, and 
trying to keep from sending Henry to the penitentiary.  Dad went to see what he could do 
about getting him out on bond or something.  Well, he left and went to ……..was it 
Mexico or Oklahoma one.”
J.C.:  “Henry Kegley did?” 
Glenna:  “Yeah.  And of course, I’ll never forget that.  And she died and was buried out 
there, Dad’s only sister.  Not only sister, his sister, Etta.  So many things I can remember 
little snatches of, that you may get a particle somewhere else.  But if you don’t want to 
put that in the book, you don’t have to.”
J.C.:  “I talked to a….I was down here last month and talked to Dan Kegley.  I think 
that’s his name.  He’s 92 years old and lives out by Stark (1:44).  And he’s a second 
cousin to this…..”>
Glenna:  “Henry Kegley?”
J.C.:  “Yeah.  He was there, and he’s 92, so he remembered it pretty well.”
Glenna:  “And he gave you the information then?”
J.C.:  “Yeah”
Glenna:  “When Uncle Jim Porter was killed, and he was right there.”
J.C.:  “He wasn’t there when it happened, but he was probably my age when it 
happened.”
Glenna:  “He was at the trial, probably.”
J.C.:  “Did they have a trial?  How’d the guy get off?  Why didn’t they put him in jail?”
Glenna: “Because….the reason they didn’t put him in jail, and the way he got off .  Now 
I won’t say for sure.  He might have had to go to jail for awhile.  But when he got out he 
was afraid Ed Porter’d kill him.  That’s the reason he left.  “
J.C:  “Jim’s boy?”
Glenna:  “Henry Kegley”
J.C.:  “He was afraid that Ed Porter, Jim’s boy, would kill him?”
Glenna:  “Yeah, yeah.  Because they said he was afraid to go out of the house.  I was told
that.  Now being a child, I remember people talking about it, you know.  Said he was 
afraid to go outside of the house, afraid that some of them boys would kill him.  And 
that’s the reason he left and went to….I believe it was New Mexico.  It was one of those 
Western states, because Etta killed a rattlesnake, and she was goin’ to send us the rattle on
it.  Being children, we hadn’t seen rattlesnakes.  And after she died, Henry Kegley did 
send the rattle of that rattlesnake she killed, to us kids.  But he left the country and stayed 
away because he’s afraid that one of Jim’s boys would kill him….and they probably 



would’ve, if he’d have stayed around.  But how he got out of it now, I’m not sure, but 
this….this man you talked to could tell you whether he served any sentence or not. I 
believe he did before he left the country; but when he got out, he was free to stay around, 
but he didn’t.”
J.C.:  “I guess since Jim Porter came at him with a chair, it was sort of self defense”
Glenna:  “It was.  Of course, that’s what he claimed, that Jim Porter picked up some kind
of a chair and hit him.  He was sitting down, I think, and Jim Porter hit him over the back 
of the head with this chair, and he was able to scramble up and get his knife out and 
stabbed him to death.  And that was down in Sandy Hook, I’m pretty sure, where this all 
happened.  But this old man you talked to, he’d remember too, you know. People will talk
about the evidence that was given when somebody’s tried.  He could tell you on that, 
every bit of it.”
J.C.:  “Jim was drinking at the time?  Were they both drinking?”
Glenna:  “Now as far as I know Henry Kegley wasn’t drinking. Jim Porter was drinking, 
and that’s what made him hit him.  If he hadn’t been drinking, he wouldn’t have done 
that.  But I don’t know….he was mad at him about something.  I don’t know if it was the 
school of not, but ….”
J.C.:  “This guy told me that somehow Ed and Andy, Jim’s boys, were going to teach 
school the first year and Henry Kegley’s boys were going to teach the second year.  They 
were going to alternate.  But Jim Porter wanted his boys to teach all the time and he was 
going to try to get the other boys’ license pulled.”
Glenna:  “Well, now, I didn’t know about that.  I was just a child, not too very old, and 
when these reports, somebody’d come down from Sandy Hook our way, and they’d be 
talkin’about it .  Of course, Mother always hated to see Dad go and try to get Henry 
Kegley out of it, ‘cause Uncle Jim was her own Uncle, you see.  But I heard it all 
_______, (5:01) but it could have been. I thought it was something about the schools, 
how come Uncle Jim to hit Henry Kegley…he was mad at him about something. But I 
guess that’s the straight of it, about teaching the schools, ‘cause Andy Porter did teach 
school.”
J.C.:  ”He did?”
Glenna:  “Uh huh.  I was told that, I think I remember it.  You know, the people, I said 
about the Porters, when Lenore said about Ed would not investigate when he’s up in 
Virginia.  She said “I guess the reason he didn’t, he knew he’d find out he and ______was
kinfolks, they was cousins.” 
  “And I said that all the time I thought it was something over the schools, but I wasn’t 
too old…….But now here’s one thing I want to ask you.   Could it be possible that this 
picture you sent me of all these boys, at the Porter School or the Porter Church was down
there at the forks of the creek there, on Porter Creek,  at the time before Wint Porter 
died…  now Wint was a brother to your Grandfather wasn’t he?”
J.C.:  “My great grandfather.”
Glenna:  “ Now his first wife’s name was….they called her Judy.  I thought she was a 
Ledingham(6:25).  Wint Porter’s wife.
J.C.:  “Yeah, Judy Ledingham
Glenna:  :”Yeah, that was his first wife.”
J.C.:  “Was he married more than once?  That was his only wife, wasn’t it?”



Glenna:  “Now wait and let me study.  I guess that was the only wife.  Yeah.   And she 
died at church.  They said she raised up to testify and fell over “
J.C.:  “She did?”
Glenna:  “And I don’t know what church it was, if it was down at that Porter Creek 
church or not.”
J.C.:  “That picture, the one right here with the group of people, remember it?  That was 
taken at the Porter Creek Church.  This one with the five brothers was taken at the same 
place, the same day.  It’s the same picture.  They were just…it was taken at the same 
time”
Glenna:  “Well what I was thinkin’, that the Porter Creek Church wasn’t made while 
Uncle Jim was living.”
J.C.:  “That’s the Fairview Church.  Some people call it the Porter Creek, and I just 
started calling it that.”
Glenna:  “Well now you know there has been, there was two, three Fairviews.  The one 
that I’ve got the picture there of, where my little sister, where I told you I was converted 
at that church when Grandpa was preachin’, my little sister’s buried behind that church, 
that one was torn down and they built another one.  And then…” 
J.C.:  “About when did they tear that one down?”
Glenna:  “I don’t know for sure now whether I can….”
Doris:  “Is that the one, Mother, when I went out and took ___________ (7:55), I used to 
go Granny Flannery’s, I went to Fairview.  They built another one after that.  Was that the
second Fairview or the first?”
Glenna:  “You know now, Grandpa built the first one, the one I showed you there, where 
they’re all in the yard.  He built that one.  And then when that one was torn down they 
built another one that my Dad helped to build.  And then Will Porter, that’s 
___________’s (8:32) wife’s father, he built that one that’s down at the forks of the road 
that’s down there now.  And I was wonderin’, I didn’t believe that Porter Creek Church 
down there by Wint’s…see he had a store down there and that Porter Creek Church was 
built down there; I wasn’t thinkin’ that Uncle Jim was alive then, when this Porter Creek 
Church…cause they somehow had a kind of a little split up.  It was so hard to get into 
Old Fairview.  You couldn’t get up that steep hill there, you know, and they had to make a
road around through the woods.  Cars couldn’t hardly get in at all, and for a long time 
they didn’t have any car roads.  A car couldn’t get up the road.  You’d have to walk up the
hill.  People, of course, as long as they rode horses could go it alright.  It got so terribly 
hard to get up there that Will Porter built that church out there at the forks of the road.  
But I was thinking that in Uncle Jim’s lifetime that Porter Creek Church was built down 
there, close to Wint’s where Wint lived.”
J.C.:  “It might not have been.  This was probably up there on the hill.”
Glenna:  “It was, the one I’ve got the picture of was up on the hill.”
J.C.:  “I don’t know about the other one.”
Glenna: “The other one….there ought to be somebody that would know now.  Harlan 
might know.  You know Harlan and Gladys.  Well Lenore told me that May would 
probably know.”
Doris:  “Mother was going to call May…”
Glenna: “But I’ve been sick and haven’t got it done.”
J.C.:  “Well, I’ve already talked to May.  I found out about all their family.”



Doris:  “Tell me something…..what got you into this field?”
J.C.:  “I don’t know.”
Doris:  “It’s fascinating really”
J.C.:  “I took a class in high school, and we did a little bit of this; and from then on, I just
kept going with it.  I don’t know.  I’m working pretty hard on it.  I don’t know why.”
Doris:  “This guy on “Roots” (10:37) doesn’t have a thing on you, does he.”
J.C.:  “Not much.  Me and my cousin, Scott, Ed’s boy….well you know Ed Porter that 
owns the tire center?”
Glenna:  “Is that Ed Porter’s boy, Scott?  I wondered when you mentioned Scott. I didn’t 
know him.  You see I taught school for so many years.”
J.C.:  “Ed Porter’s boy, Scott.  We went to Grayson County, Virginia, the past two 
summers, where the Porters came from.
Glenna:  “I taught school for so many years.  I don’t know how I taught school and 
raised four children.  One doctor, two teachers, and one teacher nurse….that’s her.  You 
know, I was just so busy I didn’t keep up with distant relatives like I might have if I 
hadn’t been employed, raising a family and teaching school, taught 29 and a fraction 
years teaching school.”
Doris:  “To get back to Sunday, and what Mother was going to do.  When my brother 
stopped down here, he stayed all day Thursday and Sunday, so he was down here the past
Sunday.  He was on the way out to his son’s farm.  His son is a dentist at the 
_______Corporation up here, Gerry moved his office from Ashland over here.”
Glenna:  “And he has those old pictures.”
Doris:  “So Gerry, who is my nephew, my brother’s son, young Dr. Gearhart they call 
him, he bought a farm out here, about five miles out, and he drives about two miles up 
the road , beautiful farm.  And they want those _______ (12:09) there, and they can in 
their spare time, when they get a minute off at the office, go out there and cut down 
_____.  They bought a bulldozer and all that kind of stuff, and it’s relaxing for him to get 
away from people, you know.  Anyway, we showed him, we showed my brother your 
letter Sunday, and he said, “That’s a nice letter”, and we told him, Gerry, cause see Gerry 
has the original of all these pictures.  He used to dabble in photography as a hobby when 
he had more time, before he bought this farm.  And he blew these pictures up for Mom.  
Gerry still has some of the pictures you’ve got, maybe, you know, or was it the originals 
you wanted to __________(12:55)?”
Glenna:  “Well, it’s the original that he blew that one up from.”
Doris:  “So Mom said,……. “
Glenna:  “If he hasn’t destroyed them.”
Doris:  “Mom told my brother when he was on his way Sunday,  “I know Gerry doesn’t 
have time to stay, and I know you’re in a hurry, so ___________(13:13) you know.  But 
tell him when he gets the time, look those pictures up, and she was going to have ……”
Glenna:  “What I could find.”
Doris:  “________that’s why she went ahead and wrote you a note, telling you she was 
trying…..”
Glenna:  “To get things together.  But I wrote little things that I knew about first one and 
another, but I believe now that we’ve talked it over, maybe, that…….”



J.C.:  “Yeah, I’d like to go over all those in a little bit.  I’d like to ask you some more 
questions about the pictures.  I wonder if he’d let me borrow the originals for a couple of 
weeks.”
Glenna:  “Yes, he wouldn’t care a bit, if he can find them, but that’s what they say, you 
know.”
Doris:  “Our thing is with time.  They opened up an office in Lexington last year for three
more doctors with the dental clinic.”
Glenna:  “It’s a catchin’ one of them long enough.”
Doris:  “Their day off up here is Thursday, and a half a day off on Saturday.  Well, okay. 
Sometimes they would book it so that one person could go to Lexington and do their two 
days down there, and the other one would handle it up here.  And then the next week, the 
other one would alternate, rather than one going one day and the other one another.  Well,
it got to be too much for them, the trip there and back .  And they were worked to death, 
and neither one had any time at home, so my brother pretty much got out of it.  And 
Gerry is trying to get out .  Well, they more or less formed this, well five doctors together,
a denture clinic, which is the up and coming thing now.  They really have more to do than
they can _____ . (15:00)  I mean ___________.  That’s why we can’t just say , “I’ll get it 
for you tomorrow”  We’ve got to catch them first, on their way in and out.  And right now
Gerry’s getting ready, the one that has the pictures, to go to Walter Reed Hospital in 
Washington.  He has to attend a seminar there. See, they train their own personnel here. 
They belong to an educational facility through the state.  And you have to attend so many 
seminars a year, in order to participate in training your own help. For instance, they’ll 
train their dental assistants.  They’ll pay for a dental assistant to go away for amalgam 
insertions, it’s a silver filling.  And then they train others with them.  In order to belong to
that educational facility, they have to attend all these various seminars.  It’s the very latest
in medicine, so Gerry’s going to be gone up there for a week.. So I mean, it isn’t a thing 
you can address right now.”
Glenna:  “And I haven’t been in touch with Gerry to find out whether he destroyed these 
old pictures he used to have there or not.”
Doris:  “I know he hasn’t destroyed them.  It’s a matter of ________to get them and 
bring them in.”
J.C.:  “Well, I’m in no hurry.  If he ever finds them, he can just mail them to me.”
Glenna:  “We’ll do the mailing, if we can just get a hold of him.”
J.C.:  “Okay.”
Doris:  “I’ll have my brother…..that’ll be the easiest way.  Gerry’s really tied up with that
firm or farm??. (16:32) I’ll have my brother pick up the pictures and bring them in, and I 
can get them for you.”
Glenna:  “My son, Lowell, said when he was here, and we was tellin’ him and we let him
read your letter, he said, “I’ll ask Gerry about it.” And I told him I was wanting to get 
those pictures back if I could.  He said, “I’ll ask Gerry”, but I don’t know when he got up 
there into that logging whether he did or not.”
Doris:  “Well there was a funeral this week.  His close friend died, my brother’s close 
friend.”
Glenna:  “He was a pall bearer yesterday.”
Doris:  “Yesterday he had to take off from work and be a pall bearer, and today I know 
they are swamped head over heels, the last day before Thanksgiving, you know.”



Glenna:  “Well, I’m so glad you found out that Maxie Greene is still alive.  Now, I was 
makin’ some notes here, and I put down here the Charlie Porter business, because Lenore 
Evans said to me…….”
Doris:  “Ruby……this is my sister, Ruby.
J.C.:  “Hello”
Doris:  “I’d like you to meet J.C. Porter.  This is the one….he’s been taping things Mom 
told him.”
Ruby:  “That’s important.  Mom’s been in kind of a fix.  Are you feeling better, 
Mommy?”
Doris:  “Not much.”
Several people are talking here, all at once…impossible to tell what they’re saying.
(17:52)
Glenna:  “Well, I’m feelin’ better.  I’ve been talking to him and trying to tell him all the 
ins and outs of different things and trying to explain that I had to…”
Ruby:  “I wrote right here about Austin and Jewel and me.  Did you see it?”
Glenna:  “Yeah.”
Doris:  “I just brought her everything here because I …..”
Glenna:  “I’ll have to send him a bunch by mail after I get the old pictures that Gerry’s 
got and get these notes that I have.  I’ll just bundle them up and mail them to you.  Now 
right here I wrote about Charlie Porter.”
J.C.:  “Okay”
Glenna:  “Uncle Charlie.  He died and he never was married but one time, and his wife 
was Rebecca Elliott, and she was a sister to Millard Porter’s wife.”
J.C.:  “Oh, really”
Glenna:  “Yeah.  They were sisters, they were Elliotts.  So I made a little note there, 
afraid that I’d forget to mention it.”
J.C.:  “Okay.  Could I ask you some more about some of the older ones before we get 
into that?”
Glenna:  “Yeah”
J.C.:  “There’s a lot there.  Tell me about Steve’s Dad.”
Glenna:  “I can’t tell you anything more than just what my mother told me.  She told me 
that he was a preacher.  I don’t know…I don’t remember her telling me much else.  She’d
tell me the names of them, as I was growing up, while I was at home and goin’ to the 
country school, of course.  When something would come up, she’d just tell me a little 
about it, and not knowin’ that I’d ever need to know everything about it, I never tried hard
to remember.  I don’t remember about Andrew Porter, only that he was a father of Uncle 
John, Uncle Jim, Uncle Alec, that he was a preacher, he was a Christian   And then Uncle 
Alec….Uncle John and Grandpa were the preachers.  And Uncle Alec was always such a 
good, stable person in the church to explain the Bible in the Bible class, you know.  He 
was always good on knowing and explaining what the scriptures meant, in the Bible 
class.  I always remembered him for that.”
J.C.:  “Just sort of like a teacher.”
Glenna:  “Uh huh, but he’d be a member of the class, or maybe he was the teacher.  I 
guess he was, ‘cause I can remember he’d always have such a good explanation for what 
scriptures meant, you know, when we’d talk about it in Sunday School. So, as far as 
Mother’s Grandpa, I was too young and not any reason to try to ask about him, you know.



I knew his name, just her tellin’ me that was his name.  But he was a Christian, so I don’t 
know much else.”
J.C.:  “Did they ever talk about his life back in Virginia?”
Glenna:  “No…no, I can’t remember.  I didn’t know, or pay any attention if they did.”
J.C.:  “You never heard anybody mention any of his brothers or sisters?”
Glenna:  “Uh huh, nothing only, let’s see now….no not brothers or sisters.  Now Aunt 
Mary Dwelly,  Aunt…..they were Grandpa…. Uncle John’s… they were sisters.”
J.C.:  “How many of them do you remember?”
Glenna:  “I remember her tellin’ me there was one, Missouri Bowling (21:30).  Do you 
have her name?”
J.C.:  “Missouri Bolan?”
Glenna:  “Bowling….B-o-w-l-i-n-g”
J.C.:  “Now who was she?”
Glenna:  “She was a sister to Aunt Mary Dwelly, and Martha Day.”
J.C.:  “She was?”
Glenna:  “But she’s dead, and he is too…Hir____Bowling (21:44), her husband.  They 
lived in Greenup County.”  
J.C.:  “And she was a sister to Steve Porter?”
Glenna:  “No……wait a minute.  Yes, yes, Steve Porter, ‘cause Mary Dwelly and Martha
Day were his sisters. Now wait a minute.  Maybe I’m getting’ Grandma’s side.”
J.C.:  “Yeah, that might be on the other side of the family.”
Glenna:  “It might be on the other side.  Anyhow, she was named Missouri Bowling.  
Just wait a minute ‘til I study and think a little bit.”
J.C.:   “I never heard that name.”
Glenna:  “No, that was a sister to Grandma Porter.  Yeah, Grandpa 
Bumgardner’s….that’s where that came in.  And he’s dead and Grandma is too.  Yeah, 
that’s where that came in, ‘cause Grandma Porter was a Bumgardner.  Yeah, that’s where 
that came in….Missouri Bowling and….well, there’s no use to think that up ‘cause 
you’re not writing on the Bumgardners anyway.”
J.C.:  “Did you ever hear of any of Steve’s other sisters besides Martha Day and Mary 
Dwelly?”
Glenna:  “Well, I don’t believe I….I don’t believe I do.”
J.C.:  “Did you ever hear of an Elizabeth Hunt?  Her husband was Isaac Newton Hunt.”
Glenna:  “No, I don’t believe I did.  We didn’t live close by them, or know anything 
much about them.  I don’t believe I did.  I remember that Grandmother Bumgardner, 
Grandpa’s wife, had some sisters, but you’re not writing about them.  Lucy Hunter was 
Aunt Tine (23:30) Jenkins’ girl….Jenkins.  Aunt Tine married John Jenkins.  


