
1979 Interview with Nona Dwelly (dau in law of Mary Dwelly, d/o Andrew J. Porter) 
Track 6

JC:  They lived in Robertson County for a while, the whole family?  

Nona:  They lived not far from here, maybe 8 or 10 miles.  

JC:  Do you know the house that they lived in?

Nona:  Uh huh.  I’ll tell you who lives there now.  Delbert Miller.  He owns the place 
where they lived.  He owns that, but he doesn’t live at that house now.  He still owns it, 
but he lives right out of Mt. Olivet here.  He quit farming and came to Mt. Olivet.

JC:  How long did the whole family live here in Robertson County?  

Nona:  I don’t know.  A long, long while.

JC:  Several years?

Nona:  Yes.  It’s been a long time back that they came to Kentucky and on to Robertson 
County.  I’d say a hundred years.  Because my husband (Jess Dwelly, s/o Mary, d/o AJP), 
if he were living would be 86 years old, and he wasn’t the oldest child.  There was three 
older than he was.  So I know it had to be.  They (Mary Dwelly’s children) were all born 
here in Robertson County.  

JC:  Do you mean the Dwellys?

Nona:  All of those children.

JC:  You mean your husband’s brothers and sisters?

Nona:  Uh huh.  Yes.

JC:  Did you ever hear your mother in law talk about a sister named Emma (Porter)?  

Nona:  Named what?

JC:  Emma.

Nona:  Emma?  I can’t remember.  

JC:  Probably not.  I’ve never heard anyone talk about her.  I found her in the records.  No
one seems to know about her.  

Nona: I was studying where it was, I have a picture of the whole family…



JC:  The Porter family?

Nona:  Uh huh. 
 
JC:  Can I see it?

Nona:  If I can find it.

JC:  Oh I hope you can.  You mean your mother in law (Mary Dwelly) and her brothers 
and sisters?

Nona:  Yes.  (Nona walks away looking for picture)  Did you say your name was Porter?

JC:  Ya, JC Porter.

Nona:  Now that was her brothers and sisters.  Here’s another, now that is her and her 
whole family, her brothers and sisters, I don’t know…

JC:  Where were these taken at, Virginia?  

Nona:  I don’t know where they were taken, because see after they passed away, these 
were passed on down to me, I mean my husband.  I think that is all of them…

JC:  I see. This must be her five brothers and two of the sisters.  This one is (taken at) the 
same time with the same building.  I see some of the men there.  That must be their wives
and their children.  I’ll tell you who three of them are.  That’s Levi, that’s Alick, my 
great-great grandpa, and that’s John C.

Nona:  I knew them.

JC:  You knew them?  

Nona:  Uh huh.  

JC:  You remember them?

Nona:  Oh yes, I visited Uncle John Porter.

JC:  This is Uncle John.

Nona:  Oh yes.  And this is Uncle Alick.

JC:  Ya.  You visited them in Elliott or Carter County, KY?  

Nona:  Up at Olive Hill.



JC:  Ya.  

Nona:  That was where Uncle John lived when I visited him, with my husband.  Now this
is my mother in law.  

JC:  That’s Mary right there?

Nona:  Ya.

JC:  Who is the other lady?  

Nona:  I don’t know what her name is.  I can’t remember.  

JC:  Would it have been Elizabeth, or Martha?  

Nona:  I don’t know which one.  I would say Martha.  I don’t know for sure.  

JC:  I’ve never seen a picture of all of them together.  

Nona:  I just happened to think of that when we were talking.  (5:44)? That one there.  
(looking at the Fairview group picture)  

JC:  That is some of their kids standing around there?

Nona:  No.  That is her brothers’ and sisters and their wives and so on.  I don’t know.  

JC:  That is none of your mother in law’s kids.  That’s some of the other Porter’s kids 
there?

Nona:  Uh huh.  Now she (Mary Dwelly) had 5 children, two girls and three boys.  

JC:  Who is this man here in the middle?

Nona:  This one?  That is her husband George Dwelly, my father in law.

JC:  That’s George Dwelly?  

Nona:  Uh huh, that one there.  See that is her and her husband, and these others are her 
brothers.

JC:  Her father and mother (Andrew & Lucy Porter) are not in this picture?

Nona:  No, I don’t think so.  These are just her immediate family, you know, her brothers 
and sisters, I guess their wives and so on.  Maybe some of their children, because there is 
a little baby in that one’s lap, I just don’t know.  She didn’t tell me anything about these, I



just got em after she passed away you know.  After my mother in law and father in law 
passed away, my husband, he got the pictures.

JC:  Who did he get them from?  

Nona:  I guess his brothers and sisters didn’t want them.  Maybe they had some like them,
I don’t know.  

JC:  You don’t have any other pictures of the old Porters do you?

Nona:  No.  These are the only two that I have.  

JC:  You wouldn’t consider selling those pictures would you?

Nona:  No, I wouldn’t want to sell them.  Some of my children might want them.  

JC:  I don’t blame you.  Can I bring my camera in and copy them?  I copy old pictures.

Nona:  Sure you can.  You are welcome to.   

JC:  Ya, I’ve never seen a picture like that.  That is the greatest picture I have ever seen of
them.  

Nona:  Yes, you are welcome to copy them.  I wouldn’t exactly want to part with them 
because, not that they mean so much to me, but I guess they meant a lot to my mother in 
law.  My children, they’d like to be handed down to them.  

JC:  I’ll copy them, but if something would happen and my film would mess up, would it 
be OK for me to write and ask you to loan them to me and I would send them right back? 

Nona:  Well.

JC:  I’ve done that with other people, and they have sent me pictures in the mail, copied 
them, that way I developed my film right there to make sure they turn out, and then send 
it back.  But they should turn out.  There is no reason why they shouldn’t.  

JC:  Have you ever heard any stories about members of the Porter family?  

Nona:  (laughing)

JC:  You know of one story huh?

Nona:  (laughing)  I expect you already have that.  There was someone, and I don’t 
remember his name, I believe it was Ed Porter.  Someone, I don’t remember if they shot 
him, or stabbed him in the back, and killed him.  That was one of…and Uncle John 
Porter, there and one of the others, and I don’t know which one.  



JC:  Steve Porter?  They killed him in 1906 over school elections or something. (Actually
this was Jim Porter, s/o AJP)   


